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matters the time passed. The enemy was expected any moment.
A corps de garde was maintained nightly and the infantry captains
took their turns, making the rounds and inspecting sentries, antici-
pating that any instant the enemy might appear.
Until on Ash Wednesday of this present year the look-out on duty
at Canoa Point (which is four leagues from this city) came in to
report that a number of sails were in sight at sea (p. 22) and at the
same time that this news was received these sails were seen. Those
who counted them said they were 27, large and small.
Immediately the alarm was sounded and the foot and horse
assembled and went to the beach, formed their squadrons and
showed themselves to the enemy in battle array, under the royal
standard (which deponent carried) and the flags of the infantry
captains of the city, until such time as the English with their fleet
had entered the harbour.
This being the state of affairs (the English anchored in the port
and our people in military formation on the beach), lest the enemy
land men at Tesca Swamp Martin Polo's company, consisting of
some hundred men, was sent to hold the trench which had been
built at Hanged Man's Swamp, and there they remained on duty
defending that approach all that night. And because news was
brought that the enemy was going to disembark a party at Juan
Nunez de Villegas'Anchorage landing, certain troops were sent to
protect that approach; and a few more were sent to guard this
city's bridge. With the men who were left on the beach the governor
remained at his post all night, with the captains of foot and horse,
guarding and protecting the Galeta approach. He sent two horsemen
to the harbour to bring him word if the enemy landed troops.
This being the state of affairs, (p. 23) after midnight these two
men returned from the port and informed the governor that six
pinnaces had gone to Hicacos Point, which is a league from this city,
and that they believed the enemy was landing there.
The governor sent Don Alonso de Mendoza and Don Juan de
Villoria, his father-in-law, to learn if this were true. They rode down
and returned after a good while and said that they had seen nothing.
Therefore it was supposed that what the others had told was not
true. The people were somewhat quieted and again the governor
sent Juan de Torres, alcalde ordinario, and Crist6bal Mayne de
Mercado, who returned to report that the enemy was advancing
and when they asked 'Who comes?' had replied 'Men of war.'
They brought this news to the governor who at the Galeta took
up a good position in the trench with his men to prevent the enemy